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 Captain James Floyd Ray was born August 17, 1937 in Baldwin County, Georgia to 
parents Claude Elbert Ray (1908-1996) and Annie Joe Moye Ray (1911-1999), according to 
Findagrave.com. Ray graduated from the United States Military Academy in the class of 1959. 
While at West Point, he became a Rhodes Scholar. He studied philosophy, politics, and 
economics at Oxford University and planned a career path in international economics. Ray was a 
distinguished student, graduating from West Point second in his class.  James Floyd Ray married 
Charlotte Ruth Walters in Smith, Texas on July 12, 1961, according to the Smith County 
Marriage Records database found on Ancestry.com. He considered himself a Protestant. Also 
noted on the Findagrave.com page is that during his time in the Army, Floyd served as the 
Captain of the SD 5891 company in the 99th province in the 4th Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, 
Wash. from 1963-1964. Following that, he served in the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 
(MACV) from 1964-1965. While serving in this position he helped advise generals and ground 
troops on battlefield tactics and logistics. On January 9, 1967, Ray was killed by gunshots or 
small arms fire while on the ground in Vietnam, according to the U.S. Select Military Registers 
database found on Ancestry.com. His body was recovered. While his military career lasted only 
four years, he was revered by friends and family with many commenting on his valor, honor, and 
courage and many saying he had the potential to become a member of the Joint Chiefs 
Commission.  
 





RAY Milledgeville, Georgia 1-2 Congressional Jim had previously lived on the post for five 
years and consequently was well schooled on the tradition and system which we were about to 
encounter. An active participant in extra- curricular activities, he still managed to find time to 
carve out a top slot for himself in class standing. Always willing to give some- body a helping 
hand, he will be remembered for his efficient capacity and sharp personal appearance. Debate 
Council Forum 4-3-2-1. Chairman: German Club 4-3; Hop Committee 4-3-2-1; Public 
Information Detail 4: Cadet Chapel Choir 4-3-2-1; Glee Club 4-3-2-1; Stars 3-2-1; Corporal 2; 


















Major Claude Elbert Ray, James’ father, is pictured in the third row, second column, in the 1938-
39 Georgia Military College 60th annual Announcement. Provided by the GMC library. 
 
 
U.S. Select Military Registers, 1861-1985, online database, Ancestry.com 
 
 
Smith County Clerk's Office; Tyler, Texas; Smith County Marriage Records; The Book Series: 





Year: 1940; Census Place: Milledgeville, Baldwin, Georgia; Roll: m-t0627-00637; Page: 20B; 
Enumeration District: 5-7, online database, Ancestry.com 
 
 
Year: 1953; Arrival: New York, New York, USA; Microfilm Serial: T715, 1897-1957; Line: 2; 













U.S., Select Military Registers, 1862-1985, online database, Ancestry.com. Provo, UT, USA: 
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